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DETAILED ACTION 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 


1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 


A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1(2) of such treaty in the English language. 


2. Claims 1-9, 12-14, 17-19, 22-26, and 29-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Ishikawa (US 6,323,902). 

For claim 1, Ishikawa discloses a device for mounting a camera relative to a portable 
computer (Title) having a first housing, and a second housing, movable relative the first 
housing, having a front portion for a screen, and having a rear portion opposite the front portion 
(Abstract; Figure 1), comprising: 

a base adhered to the rear portion (Figure 2A, Element 32); 

a camera holder removably connected to the base by cooperating first and second mating 
members (Column 4, Lines 35-37); 

wherein, the first mating member is formed on one of the base and holder (Figure 2A, 
Element 64), and 

wherein the second mating member is formed on the other of the base and holder (Figure 
2A, Element 66); and 

a hinge formed between the holder and the camera to allow the camera to be moved 
relative to the holder (Column 4, Lines 4-14). 
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For claim 2, Ishikawa discloses all the previous limitations and also wherein the first 
mating member is a receptacle formed to extend from a support of the base (Figure 2A, Element 
64). 

For claim 3, Ishikawa discloses all the previous limitations and also wherein the second 
mating member is a first opening formed in the holder, which opening is larger than the 
receptacle (Figure 6, Element 64). 

For claim 4, Ishikawa discloses all the previous limitations and also wherein a recess is 
formed between the support and the receptacle (Figure 4, Element 64). 

For claim 5, Ishikawa discloses all the previous limitations and also wherein the second 
mating member is a first opening formed in the holder, which first opening is larger than the 
receptacle, and a second opening that is continuous with the first opening and receives by an 
interference fit the recess formed in the base (Figure 4 & 5). 

For claim 6, Ishikawa discloses all the previous limitations and also wherein the 
interference fit includes a projection formed on the second opening, and a detent formed in the 
recess (Figure 4, Element 64, and 64; Column 5, Lines 19-29). If there are two prongs, then 
inherently, there must be something in the opening to provide a fit or locking mechanism. 

For claim 7, Ishikawa discloses all the previous limitations and also wherein the 
projection is formed on a flexible portion of the holder (Column 5, Line 29). 

For claim 8, Ishikawa discloses all the previous limitations and also wherein he 
projection is two projections, each extending into the second opening in opposition to the other 
(Figure 2, Elements 64). 
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For claim 9, Ishikawa discloses all the previous limitations and teaches wherein the base 
is adhered by one of an adhesive, Velcro and suction cups (Column 7, Lines 7-10). 

For claim 12, Ishikawa discloses all the previous limitations and further comprising a 
separate stand for receiving the holder, the stand having a third mating member formed thereon, 
so that the second and third mating members cooperate to removably engage the stand and the 
holder (Figure 2 and 4). 

The stand has two claws. Each claw is its own mating member. The base has two holes, 
which are also mating members. Thus 4 mating member are disclosed, which cooperate to hold 
the stand to the base (Figure 4). 

For claim 13, Ishikawa discloses all the previous limitations wherein the third mating 
member is a receptacle formed to extend from an extension on the stand (Figure 4, Element 64). 

For claim 14, Ishikawa discloses all the previous limitations wherein a recess is formed 
between the extension and the receptacle of the stand (Figure 4, there is an enclosure that is set 
back or indented behind the locking claw or mating members). 

For claim 17, Ishikawa discloses a device for mounting a camera relative to a portable 
computer (Title) having: 

a base including a receptacle extending from a support, which support is adhered to the 
computer with an adhesive (Figure 2 A, Element 32, Column 7, Lines 7-10); 

a camera holder having an opening which is larger than and receives the receptacle in 
removable engagement (Figure 2, Element 60); 

a hinge formed between the holder and the camera to allow the camera to be moved 
relative to the holder (Column 4, Lines 5-26). 
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For claim 18, Ishikawa discloses all the previous limitations and teaches wherein a recess 
is formed between the support and the receptacle (Figure 4, Element 74), wherein the opening 
includes a rib (Figure 4, Element 72), and wherein the holder and the base are removably 
engaged by placing the opening over the receptacle, and sliding the holder such that the rib is 
received in the recess (Figure 4; Figure 2A, Element 64). 

For claim 19, Ishikawa discloses all the previous limitations and teaches wherein the 
opening includes a projection, and the recess includes a detent, and wherein the projection is 
received in the detent via an interference fit (Figure 4). 

For claim 22, Ishikawa discloses all the previous limitations and teaches the apparatus 
further comprising a separate stand for receiving the holder, the stand having a receptacle formed 
to extend from an extension on the stand, so that the receptacle on the stand and the opening on 
the holder cooperate to removably engage the stand with the holder (Figure 2 A, Figure 4). 

For claim 23, Ishikawa discloses all the previous limitations and teaches wherein a recess 
is formed between the extension support and the receptacle of the stand (Figure 2A, Element 64). 

For claim 24, Ishikawa discloses all the previous limitations and teaches wherein the 
stand has an axis, and the holder and the stand are removably engaged by placing the opening of 
the holder over the receptacle of the stand perpendicular relative to the stand axis, and sliding the 
holder in the direction of the axis such that the opening of the holder engages the receptacle of 
the stand by an interference fit (Figure 4). 

For claim 25, Ishikawa discloses all the previous limitations and teaches wherein the 
interference fit includes a projection formed on the second opening of the holder (Figure 4, 
Element 32), and a detent (Figure 4, Element 64) formed in the recess of the stand (Figure 4). 
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For claim 26, Ishikawa discloses a device for mounting a camera relative to a portable 
computer having a first housing (Figure 1), and 

a second housing, movable relative the first housing, having a front portion for a screen, 
and having a rear portion opposite the front portion (Figure 1), comprising: 

a base adhered to the rear portion (Figure 1, Element 32), and including a receptacle 
formed to extend from a support of the base(Figure 2A, Element 62), which base is adhered via 
an adhesive between the support and the rear portion of the portable computer (Column 7, Lines 
7-10), and a recess is formed between the support and the receptacle (Figure 2A, Element 60); 

a camera holder having a first opening which corresponds to but is larger than the 
receptacle, and a second opening that is continuous with the first opening and receives the recess 
formed in the base (Figure 2C, Element 30); and 

a hinge formed between the holder and the camera to allow the camera to be moved 
relative to the holder (Column 4, Lines 4-26), 

wherein the base has an axis, (Column 4, Line 3), and the holder and the base are 
removably engaged by placing the first opening over the receptacle perpendicular relative to the 
axis, and sliding the holder in the direction of the axis such that the second opening engages the 
receptacle by an interference fit (Figure 4), 

wherein the interference fit includes a projection formed on the second opening, received 
in a corresponding detent (Element 62) formed in the recess (Figure 4), and 

wherein the projection is formed on a flexible portion of the holder (Column 7, lines 7- 

10). 
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3. Claims 29-35 are method claims corresponding to the apparatus in claims 1-28. 
Therefore, they are analyzed and rejected with the same grounds. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 10-11, 15-16, 20, 21, and 27-28 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

5. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
For claim 10, Ishikawa discloses all the previous limitations, but fails to teach all the 

limitations of the specified claim. The examiner's prior art search failed to disclose all the 
previous limitations and also an L-shaped pin, first end which fits rotatably into the slit in the 
shaft, a second end of which fits non-movably on the camera and a spring which surrounds the 
shaft and exerts inward pressure on the shaft and pin. 

Claim 1 1 is dependent on claim 10. 

For claim 20, refer to statements for claim 10. 

Claim 21 is dependent on claim 20. 

For claim 27, refer to statements for claim 10. 

For claim 15, Ishikawa discloses all the previous limitations, but fails to teach all the 
limitations of the specified claim. The examiner's prior art search failed to disclose all the 
previous limitations and also wherein the stand has an axis, and the holder and the stand are 
removably engaged by placing the first opening of the holder over the receptacle of the stand 
perpendicular relative to the stand axis, and sliding the holder in the direction of the stand axis 
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such that the second opening of the holder engages the receptacle of the stand by an interference 
fit. 

Claim 16 is dependent on claim 15. 

For claim 28, refer to examiners comments for claim 15. 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gary L Solomon whose telephone number is (703)-305-4370. 

7. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's primary, Vu Le 

can be reached on (703)-308-6613. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9314, (for informal or draft communications, please label 
"Proposed" or "Draft") 


Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, 
Arlington, VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 


Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the customer service number (703) 306-0377. 
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